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	NameTitle: Gaye Pettibone
	Membership Level: Board Certified Educational Therapist
	Type Location of Practice: I have a private practice, Learning Made Possible, in Studio City, California, where I see children and adolescents.
	How Long as ET: I have been an educational therapist for 8 years.
	Leadership Role: I was the editor of AET online monthly newsletter for more than five years.
	Getting Into ET: After years as a classroom teacher, with a master's degree in special ed., it was touch seeing kids struggle without deserved support. I had seen myself as an intuitive educator, relying on instincts to grasp students' needs. This drove me to pursue further education at UCR in ET. Through diverse client experiences, my intuition has matured. However, I've learned to integrate hard data with intuition for informed practices.
	Expertise: After fulfilling my requirements as a BCET, I pursued further education and obtained a doctorate in neuropsychology. Currently, I specialize in conducting neuropsychological and psychoeducational assessments. Assessments are my area of expertise, and I firmly believe in the importance of understanding a child's learning profile and the functioning of neuropathways. This understanding is crucial for informing effective interventions tailored to each child's unique needs.
	Hobbies: I have a deep love for good food and proudly consider myself a foodie. Exploring restaurants to sample new cuisines and dishes brings me immense joy. I hold a profound respect for cooks and chefs, recognizing them as true artists in their craft. That's why I find pleasure in cooking at home and recreating intriguing dishes for my family to enjoy. 
	Benefited From AET: I owe much of my success to AET. Without their guidance, referrals, and PD opportunities, I wouldn't have achieved what I have today. AET has provided me with a roadmap for establishing and growing my educational therapy practice. It's an organization that genuinely cares about its members and is dedicated to supporting them every step of the way.
	Future of ET: My hope for our profession is to see ET recognized as a rigorous and respected field, distinct from tutoring. It pains me to hear families equate ETs with tutors. We must pursue state licensure and establish ourselves as professionals in the eyes of the public, and thus honor the depth and complexity of our work and to ensure that we are valued for the expertise we bring to the table.
	Biggest Challenge: Despite my experience with content, pedagogy, and child development, I've faced challenges preparing for the treatment phase. Even with abundant resources, strategies, and assistive technologies available, predicting how an individual client will respond and determining the most effective direction can be complex and daunting. It's an ongoing process that requires flexibility, adaptability, and a deep understanding of each student's unique needs.
	Career Advice: My advice is simple and holds immense truth: never stop learning. Prioritize ongoing professional growth through PD opportunities. While it's tempting to become complacent once you're established, resist the urge to settle. Instead, consistently seek ways to expand and refine your skills. The journey of learning is perpetual and essential for personal and professional advancement.
	Highlight: The most rewarding aspect of being an ET has undoubtedly been the incredible professionals I've had the privilege to collaborate with. The field is filled with intelligent and committed individuals who inspire me every day. My mentors within AET have provided unwavering support for my development, pushing me to explore challenging but meaningful paths. 


